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SPECI AL COW TTEE REPORT NO. 17-05
RE: COW TTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESI DENT

JANUARY 18, 2012

The Honorable Isaac V. Figir
Speaker, Seventeenth Congress
Federated States of M cronesia
Thi rd Regul ar Session, 2011

Dear M. Speaker:

Your Conmttee to Wait on the President, consisting of nmenbers
Joseph J. Urusemal, Yosiwo P. CGeorge, David W Panuel o, and
Wesl ey Simna, Chairman, was duly appoi nted on January 16, 2012.

The Commttee net with Vice President Alik L. Alik on January 17,
2012. In attendance were nenbers of the President cabi net and
key staff.

Chairman Simna infornmed the Vice President that Congress was in
session and ready to transact business. The Chairnman al so asked
the Vice President for the adm nistration

t hroughout the session to maxim ze the utility of Congress
efforts and tine. The Vice President wel conmed the nenbers of the
Comm ttee on behalf of the President, who is currently away
traveling, and assured the Conmttee of the full cooperation and
assi stance of the admnistration. The Vice President also

wel comed the Comm ttee on behalf of the gathered staff, and

t hanked the Commttee for their participation. He then proposed
a further, nore informal neeting be held between the

adm ni strati on and Congress on Friday, January 20 as a follow up
meeting and to allow further discussion. The Commttee was
receptive to this idea.

Chai rman Comm ttee nenbers then each greeted the Vice President
and staff and put forth itens of concern they hoped woul d be

di scussed during the neeting, including the Dengue fever outbreak
in Yap, various environnmental issues, vessel service to outer

i slands, and the rising costs of governnent. The Vice President
agai n thanked the Comm ttee nenbers for their remarks and the
nmeeting began in earnest.
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The Vice President began by discussing the upcom ng State and
Nat i onal Leadership Conference (SNLC). The Vice President
expressed his wish that Congress woul d act quickly on the budget
for the SNLC. He stressed the urgency of the budget being
approved as the preparatory commttee will begin planning and
organi zing the neeting early next week. The Vice President also
stated the adm ni stration

Congr ess

The issue of the SNLC agenda was di scussed as well. Several

i nportant topics such as tax reform Conpact-Inpact, and the

t hreshol d percentage for passage of Constitutional anmendnents are
prioritized for the agenda.

On top of the request for the SNLC budget is a request of $13, 809
to cover unpaid interest on the GW settl enment agreenent and

$28, 000 to engage the services of S&. The Vice President

poi nted out that MRA woul d be providing a matching $28, 000 for

t hese services. The Vice President expressed his hope that
Congress woul d approve these two supplenental itens and stated
they were both inportant to the President.

Anot her priority is the remaining nomnations. The Vice
President stated that approxinmately ten nom nations remain

out standi ng and several nom nations have recently been submtted.
The Vice President stated his and the President hopes t hat
Congress wi Il act upon these during the current session.

The Vice President brought up three outstanding bills the
admnistration would Iike to see addressed this session. These
are the resubmtted Environnental Protection bill, the M Care
bill, and the bill to anmend the process for accepting sector
grants. The Vice President informed Congress that the President
st ands behi nd each of these bills. The Vice President also
menti oned several outstanding resolutions the adm nistration
hopes wi Il be acted upon this session.

Comm ttee nenbers brought up the idea of the proposed overseas
FSM census and the status of that initiative. The Vice President
and staff pointed out that the grant recently received was for a
survey within FSM not for the overseas survey. As for the
overseas census, the staff reported that the details are stil
bei ng worked out but the overall plan should be finalized soon.

The Vice President raised the issue of the recently submtted
Draft Business Plan for the proposed FSMairline. The Vice
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President stated this was submtted to elicit coments and
concerns from Congress and that he hopes nenbers wll be able to
provi de sone response to it at the neeting on Friday.

The Vice President then addressed many of the issues brought up
for discussion by the Commttee nenbers earlier in the neeting.
Regardi ng the response to the Dengue fever outbreak, the Vice
President and Director of SBOC stated that a $402, 000 conpact
grant to alleviate the burden on Yap State was expected soon.
The grant is fromYap State previ ous years
unal | ocat ed funds.

The Vice President stated that the issue of the costs of

gover nment operation would probably be discussed at the SNLC and
be tied in with the tax reformdi scussion. The Vice President

al so stated that the private sector mght also be a part of the
SNLC and the tax reform di scussion. The Vice President further
menti oned that many of the other concerns nenbers expressed woul d
be topics at the SNLC and at the neeting on Friday.

Bef ore cl osi ng nenbers further brought up the issues of the
representation on the FSM Trust Fund, required reprogranm ng
reports, and the inportance of sharing information. The Vice
Presi dent thanked the Commttee for these closing comments and
prom sed to further discuss themin the future.

Chai rman Sim na thanked the Vice President for his tinme and
stated he would inform Congress of their discussion. The neeting
was brought to a close with nutual expressions of appreciation
and good w shes.

Respectfully submtted,

[s/ Wesley Simna [s/ Joseph J. Urusenma
Wesl ey Simna, chairnman Joseph J. Urusemal, nenber
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s/ _Yosiwo P. Ceorge /s/ David W_ Panuel o
Yosi wo P. Ceorge, nenber David W Panuel o, nenber
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